
 
Issues in International Economics (Econ 380) Spring 2019 
 

Instructor:  Max Mindock 

Office: 418 PLC 

Email: mmindock@uoregon.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday: 3:30-3:55PM in 145 STB.  Wednesday: 1:30-3:00PM in 418 PLC.  I am also 
available for appointments. 

Lectures: Tuesday, Thursday: 4:00-5:20PM.  145 STB. 

Prerequisites:  Econ 201.  Additional math courses highly recommended. 
 

Course Summary:  The course is divided into two equally important sections.  In the first half of the course, we will 
primarily cover theoretical models of international trade and then examine how closely real-world trade patterns can 
be explained by the models.  While the models are relatively simplistic, they are the foundation of the field and 
highlight the mechanisms by which international trade can improve or harm, societal welfare.  In the second half of 
the course, we will turn our attention to the realities of international trade.  After covering the specific policy tools 
governments use to intervene in the world market, we will explore the political nature of trade, paying particular 
attention to the state of US politics over the last few years. 
 

Required Textbook:  The textbook for this course is International Economics by Krugman, Obstfeld, and Melitz.  
You can use any edition.  ISBN numbers: 0134519574, 0133423646 
 

Homework:  There will be approximately five homework assignments throughout the term.  I will announce and 
distribute the assignment a minimum of one week before it is due.  You are allowed to use notes, lecture slides, 
peers, and the textbook in the completion of the assignment, however you must list all peers you collaborated with on 
the assignment and your work must be in your words.  Failure to list peers may result in a 0 on the assignment, as I 
will interpret such behavior as academic dishonesty.  All homework assignments are due at the start of class on the 
assigned due date.  Late assignments are not accepted.   
 

Exams: There will be two exams in this course: a midterm (5/9) and a final (6/10).  Exams may consist of multiple 
choice, true and false, short answer, graphing, and math questions.  You should bring the following to each: (1) 
pencils, (2) a good eraser, (3) a straight edge/ruler and (4) you student ID card.  Your ID number must be placed on 
the exam to receive credit for the exam.  I will provide calculators if necessary.  All cell phones must be turned off 
during examination periods.  Use of a cell phone will result in a 0 on the exam.  
 No makeup quizzes or exams will be given for any reason. If the midterm exam or a quiz is missed, you 
must submit a petition fully explaining and documenting why you missed the exam or quiz within three days of the 
exam in question. If the petition is approved, then the weight of the missed exam will be added to the original weight 
of the final exam. Alternatively, I will record the earned zero for the missed exam. An excused absence is one 
supported by official documentation bearing proof of university business, serious injury or illness, or a death in the 
family. 
 

Grading Policy:  Grades will be based on homework, the midterm, and the final.  The final will be comprehensive.  
If needed, the course will be graded on a curve.  In no instance will the implementation of the curve lower your 
grade.  The course is designed such that the median grade is a B or B+.  I will provide grade updates periodically 
throughout the course.  The grading breakdown is below:    
 

25% Homework  
35% Midterm  5/9 (in class) 
40% Final 12:30pm, Monday, 6/10 

 

Grade Appeals:  Any requests for re-grading on an exam must be submitted in writing within one week of when I 
make the graded exam available.  If you do not pick up your exam when it is available, you still must make any re-
grading request within one week of when I originally made the exam available.  A re-grading request should include 
a rationale for why you feel your answer was correct.   

 

Academic Integrity:  All exams will be closed note and closed book. You may have a pen or pencil and a ruler or 
straightedge at your desk while taking an exam.  Any other forms of assistance or sources of information are 

mailto:mmindock@uoregon.edu


prohibited.  I may provide a seating chart on exam days.  Any violations of academic integrity involving an exam 
will result in a failing grade for the course.  In addition, an incident report will be filed with the University's Hearing 
Board.  The submission of all exams will require the presentation of a valid UO ID card without exception.   
 

Extra Credit:  I offer in-class activities with the potential to earn extra credits.  If you are not present in class a day 
extra credit is offered, there is no way for you to earn the extra credit.   

 

Guide to Readings:  Below is a tentative class outline.  All readings should be completed prior to lecture.  All 
readings and topics are subject to change.  Chapters refer to International Economics (11th edition) by Krugman, 
Obstfeld, and Melitz.  I will post all assigned journal articles on Canvas in the “Other Sources” folder. 

 

Week Topic Textbook 

Chapters 

Other Sources 

1 Intro, Ricardian  1,2,3  

2 Ricardian, Heckscher-Ohlin 3,5 Eaton and Kortum (2012) 

3 Heckscher-Ohlin 5 Baldwin Podcast 

4 Economies of Scale 7  

5 Monopolistic Comp. 8 Feenstra (2018) 

6 Monopolistic Comp, Midterm 8   

7 Trade Tools 9  

8 Politics of Trade 10,11,12 Rodrik (2018) 

9 Politics of Trade 10,11,12 WTO Protest Video 

10 Buffer Day, Review   

 

Journal Articles: 
 
Eaton, Jonathan and Samuel Kortum. 2012. “Putting Ricardo to Work.” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 26(2): 
65-90. 
 
Feenstra, Robert C. 2018. “Alternative Sources of the Gains from International Trade: Variety, Creative Destruction, 
and Markups” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 32(2): 25-46. 
 
Rodrik, Dan. 2018.  “What Do Trade Agreements Really Do?” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 32(2): 73-90. 
 
Trade Talk Podcast, Episode 72, 2019. “Richard Baldwin on Disruption, Technology, and Trade.”  
 
WTO Protest Video: Titled, “Shut Em Down/WTO Seattle 99,” posted by Mango Mawn. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq9YFfLof4w 
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