
Econ 340: Maxwell R. Mindock 

Presentation Guidelines 

Each week, a group of students will present an extension to a topic we cover earlier in the week.  The material in the presentation must be 

new to the class, and not simply a review of old material.  Part of the extension can, and likely will, be an aspect of the textbook chapter assigned for 

the week that was not discussed in class.  Additionally, students are expected to use some source of information outside of the textbook.  I highly 

recommend groups prepare a PowerPoint to assist in the presentation, and short in-class activities are encouraged.  For groups of three, presentations 

are expected to be 25 minutes long, with an additional 5 minutes reserved at the end for questions and/or discussion.  For groups of four, 

presentations should be 30 minutes long with an additional 5 minutes for questions.   Each group member must spend roughly the same amount of 

time speaking during the presentation.  Extreme deviations from time guidelines will result in grade penalties.  I am more than happy to assist in 

providing resources and input, but ultimately the presentation’s structure and content is largely up to the group members.   

Additionally, each group member must complete a one page write-up summarizing the project.  Each group member should do this 

independently.  The first half of the write-up should briefly summarize the material covered in the presentation and what you found most interesting.  

The second half of the write-up should detail group dynamics of the team and provide a review of the project as a whole.  For example, was the 

workload fairly distributed?  Which parts of the project did you yourself complete?  Would you be happy working with your groupmates again?  

Were you happy with how the presentation went? 

Potential Sources of outside information: 

 The Economist (Media outlet) 

 Freakonomics (Economics Podcast) 

 Journal of Economic Perspectives (Academic journal) 

 Planet Money (Economics podcast) 

 Undercover Economist (Economics blog) 

Task to be completed: 

1. Groups (with all members present) must meet with me prior to their presentations.  Groups should have a solid grasp of what the presentation 

will entail prior to the meeting (what material you will cover, what your outside source of information is, if you are doing any in-class 

activities, how you plan on eliciting class discussion, etc).  I am available to meet more than once if you desire.  Email me to set up an 

appointment.  Due: A minimum of 48 hours before presentation. 

2. If you all choose to use a PowerPoint, one group member must email me the PowerPoint in pdf format.  Due: Before the start of class 

onpresentation day. 

3. Each member must complete a one page (single spaced, typed) write-up summarizing the project.  Once complete, email me the document.  

Due: Within 72 hours after the presentation. 

 

https://www.economist.com/
http://freakonomics.com/
https://www.aeaweb.org/journals/jep
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/
http://timharford.com/articles/undercovereconomist/


 

Presentation Grading Rubric 
 Fail D Level C Level B Level A Level 

Relevancy 

and 

Completeness 

--Material was not 

relevant 

--Provided no new 

information to class 

--Material 

summarized 

information already 

covered in class 

--Many major 

aspects of topic 

were not covered 

--Minority of material was 

correct and relevant 

--Reviewed more course 

material than new material 

--Some major aspects of 

topic were not covered. 

 

--Majority of material was correct 

and relevant 

--Covered a short review of old 

material, but mainly new material  

--Majority of material discussed 

was complete and thorough.  

--All material was correct and relevant.  

--Covered a short review of old material, 

but mainly new material 

--All material discussed was complete and 

thorough 

--Provided interesting insight 

Overall 

Quality 

--Ran Dramatically ran 

short/long 

--Presenters did not 

know what to say 

--Some group members 

didn’t speak 

--Was obvious group 

did not rehearse 

--Ran short/long  

--Presenters did not 

know what to say 

on some topics 

--Some group 

members barely 

spoke 

--Was obvious 

group did not 

rehearse 

--Appropriate length 

--Presenters did not know 

what to say on one topic 

--Each group member 

spoke, but some 

considerably more than 

others 

--Wa obvious each group 

member rehearsed, albeit 

not necessarily as a group 

--Appropriate length 

--Did not waste time 

--Presenters knew what to say for 

all topics 

--Each group member spoke for 

same amount of time  

--Was obvious group rehearsed a 

few times 

--Appropriate length 

--Did not waste time 

--Presenters know what to say for all 

topics 

--Each group member spoke for same 

amount of time and there was a smooth 

transition in between 

--Was obvious group rehearsed numerous 

times 

Use of 

Outside 

Sources 

--Not present --Not relevant 

--Topic was 

already addressed 

in textbook 

--Moderately relevant  

--Barely added to a topic 

already discussed in 

textbook 

--Moderately (highly) relevant 

and contributed greatly 

(moderately)  

--Added something that was not 

in the textbook 

--Highly relevant and greatly contributed  

--Added something that was not in the 

textbook 

--Was interesting 

Engagement 

with class  

--Did not have a visual 

aid 

--Did not try to elicit 

class discussion 

--Did not have a 

visual aid 

--Not able to elicit 

class discussion 

--Had some type of visual 

aid 

--Had some questions ready 

to ask class 

--Had a visual aid 

--Elicited class discussion 

--Had a variety of questions ready 

to ask class 

--Had a visual aid 

--Had a worthwhile class activity (Note: 

having a non-worthwhile activity is a 

waste of time) 

--Elicited energetic class discussion 

--Had a variety of questions ready to ask 

Pre-

Presentation 

Meeting 

--Did not occur  --Did not occur at proper 

time 

--Not all group members 

were present and prepared 

--Did not know outside 

source of information 

 --Scheduled meeting 72 hours before 

--All group members present and prepared 

--Had ideas, sources, and questions. 

--Had plan for in class activity/discussion 

--Discussed what materials will be 

utilized   

Knowledge 

of Material 

--Did not know material 

--Could not explain 

material  

--Read directly from the 

visual aid to teach 

--Did not know 

some major aspects 

--Could not explain 

material  

--Read directly 

from the visual aid 

to teach  

--Knew some major aspects 

of the material, but not all 

--Had a hard time 

explaining the material 

--Relied on the visual aid to 

teach material 

--Knew all aspects of the material  

--Could explain the material well 

enough to teach some of the class 

--Mostly used visual aid as a 

reference, but sometimes relied 

on it to teach material 

--Knew all aspects of the material 

--Could explain the material in a way to 

teach class 

--Used visual aid as a reference, but 

taught from memory/knowledge 

--Fully answered all class questions 

 


